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The mission of Peaceful Paths is to promote relationships free of control and violence by 
providing a safe place to access intervention, advocacy, and educational services through 
community partnerships and prevention strategies.   
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Agency Overview 

Peaceful Paths, Inc. is the state certified domestic violence center that serves adult and child survivors in 

Alachua, Bradford, and Union counties.  Peaceful Paths provides a wide range of free and confidential 

programs including emergency shelter, supportive housing, crisis helpline, victim advocacy, counseling and 

support groups for adults, teens, and children, children's activities, financial literacy education, professional 

education and training, violence prevention education, and community awareness.  Peaceful Paths leads the 

coordinated community response to domestic violence in the region that engages a comprehensive group of 

partners who collaboratively address system services and gaps.  The agency promotes an empowerment 

based philosophy of service delivery aimed at created safety, support and a path to self-sufficiency for 

survivors and their children.  Using advocacy and intervention, Peaceful Paths strives to create social change 

that impact’s survivor safety and batterer accountability.  Peaceful Paths is a member of the Florida Coalition 

Against Domestic Violence (FCADV). 

 

History of the Agency 

 

Peaceful Paths began its mission in the Gainesville area in 1974 as the Rape Information and Counseling 

Service (RICS), a grassroots organization that was formed to fight against sexual violence.  RICS established a 

hotline and soon began receiving phone calls from battered women.  In 1976, RICS began to expand its 

services to include battered women, and in 1977, established a spouse abuse hotline.  In September of that 

year, the name of the organization was changed to the Sexual and Physical Abuse Resource Center to better 

reflect the changing mission.  In January of 1978, SPARC was granted a lease for the current shelter site and 

the shelter opened with its first client on March 30 of that year.  SPARC became a charter member of the Refuge 

Information Network (RIN) in 1977 and began sending delegates to the National Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence committee meetings.  In 1989, the city of Gainesville donated the shelter site to SPARC and it was 

dedicated as the Gallenkamp Shelter in 1993. In 1997, the agency acquired a transitional housing facility that 

provides long-term support housing for survivors who have become homeless due to the violence in their 

lives. In October of 2000, SPARC underwent another name change to refocus the community on the mission 

of ending domestic violence.  Peaceful Paths continues to offer the same comprehensive services to adult and 

child victims and survivors of domestic abuse. 
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Mission and Vision  

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Peaceful Paths is to promote relationships free of control and violence by providing 

a safe place to access intervention, advocacy, and educational services through community 

partnerships and prevention strategies.   

 

THEORY OF CHANGE 

 
 By offering comprehensive programs that address IPV from both Intervention and Prevention 

models, we can increase victim safety today and reduce incidents in the future. 
 Through building community partnerships, we can create a comprehensive response to IPV.  

 Through building capacity around language, context, dynamics, and activism, we create an educated 

and safer community.  

 By providing individualized services based in the empowerment philosophy, we strive to meet the 

needs of survivors and community partners.  

 With a commitment to ongoing organizational learning, we gain adaptability and effectiveness. 
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Statistical Overview 

Total adults in shelter (emergency and Transitional)   138    

Total children in shelter      123 

Outreach clients (new)       646 (77 children) 

Total Clients        2,278 

Safety Plans Completed      1,584 

Hotline Calls        2,245 

Days of Shelter        7513 

Average Length of Stay in Shelter     35 days 

Average length of Outreach Services     132 days 

Violence Prevention Students      5,181 

Total Hours of Counseling      13,680 

Total Client Contacts       18,421 

 

Highlights from 2015-2016 

Peaceful Paths completed a major capital project this year that expanded our housing services from a small, 

outdated shelter located in an inaccessible part of town to a comprehensive, accessible location built with 

survivors needs in mind.  Shelter programming is difficult under the best of circumstances, but in an 

environment where privacy, space, and accessibility are limited, the impact of the personal crises that the 

survivors are experiencing is amplified.  Through the Capital Grant we received in 2013, Peaceful Paths was 

able to design and construct an Emergency Services Campus adjacent to our Outreach Office.  In this 

location, the agency is now able to provide short and long term emergency shelter programming, enhancing 

a survivor’s safety and improving interaction and follow up through outreach services.  We anticipate that 

this model will allow us to create better follow up for survivors and their children, offer new and expanded 

educational programming in financial literacy, parenting, legal issues, and self-care, and increase long term 

support and stability through agency interaction.  The Campus is also better located in terms of community 

resources and access to the rural communities we serve, which will greatly improve the ability to residents 

to address needs and issues while in services.  Already, we are seeing survivors attitudes change in the new 

space, seeing the amenities and access as demonstration of community commitment to their healing and 

support.   
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Program Services 

Shelter Services 

It is the goal of Peaceful Paths to provide safe emergency shelter.  Peaceful Paths does this by providing a 

structurally safe building and a confidential stay in shelter.  Advocates provide services 24 hours a day, 365 

days a year to the adults and children who need intervention and support to address the violence in their 

lives. 

Shelter services provided but not limited to: 

 Provides emergency food, clothing, and hygiene products. 
 Provides resources for survivor to fill prescriptions. 
 Provides emergency safety planning.  
 Provides safety information that includes travel safety. 
 Provides an individualized service plan for survivors who are in shelter 72 hours or more. 
 Transportation either by bus or agency vehicle. 

Eligibility  

Peaceful Paths will make every effort to provide services to eligible individuals as defined within this 

section, regardless of race, religion, color, national origin, gender, mental or physical disability, sexual 

orientation, citizenship, immigration status, marital status or language spoken. 

To be considered eligible for emergency shelter services, individuals should be: 
 Abused by their current or former intimate partner or who are in danger of being abused by their 

current of former intimate partner. 
 Victims of Sexual Assault who have been screened by Alachua County Victims Services or Victims 

Advocate from Bradford, or Union Counties. 
 Residents of Alachua, Bradford, or Union counties or referred by another certified center because of 

safety issues. 
Special needs and special circumstances are dealt with on a case by case basis and decisions are made based 
on the best interest of the client as well as the ability of the shelter to meet their needs. 

Male Survivors   

Male survivors will be sheltered at the Campus.  If space constraints at the Campus prevent serving a male 

survivor on property, they will be served at a local hotel in the Alachua County or Bradford County area.  

Peaceful Paths will provide a 5-7 day stay until other safe arrangements can be made.  Male survivors will 

receive the same services as the emergency shelter survivors. 

HELPLINE  

Trained advocates answer the Peaceful Paths Helpline 24 hours 7 days a week. Advocates are trained to 

immediately assess a caller for danger and lethality, complete a personalized safety plan, screen for 

admission for shelter and provide information and referrals that are appropriate to meet a caller’s need. 

Staff will maintain confidentiality.  
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COUNSELING AND SUPPORT  

Counseling is designed to act as a method of education and support, which can help to empower the 

survivor in making healthy choices.  Counseling is not designed to be professional therapy, but instead to 

facilitate personal growth and sharing between survivors and with staff.  Peaceful Paths does not 

recommend or practice couples counseling in any form or any family counseling that includes the 

presence of an alleged batterer.  Counseling services include: 

 Adult support groups 
 Child/Teen support groups 
 Financial Literacy program/IDA  
 Individual counseling and support  
 Trauma Counseling 
 Lethality Assessments and safety planning 
 Specialized Support Services (Spanish speaking, high lethality, men’s groups, advanced groups)  

 

CASE MANAGEMENT 

Case Management is defined as any individual or group interactions by staff for the purpose of assisting 
survivors based upon survivor-identified goals.   

 Identifying resources available to survivors. 
 Supporting survivor to identify goals and set priorities. Survivor’s goals will be documented in a 

service plan. 
 Providing internal and external referrals to assist in goal/objective achievement. 
 Establishing appropriate length of stay based on goals. 
 Identifying progression toward completion of survivor’s goals and objectives. 
 Adapting survivor’s goals as other needs emerges. 

 
 

SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 

The mission of the Supportive Housing Program is to provide survivors of domestic violence a low barrier 

option for housing first services as they work to secure permanent housing.  Using the units of Extended 

Shelter on the Emergency Services Campus, survivors of domestic violence and their children can access 

free, supportive housing for up to 12 months. The program is designed to provide residential services while 

survivors obtain permanent housing in the community.  The units may be single family or communal as 

needs and demand require.  While in the program, Peaceful Paths will provide transportation assistance, 

employment counseling, life planning groups, individual and group counseling, assistance with obtaining 

permanent housing, and links to community and mainstream resources. 

VICTIM ADVOCACY PROGRAM 

Outreach Victim Advocates are present in the judicial system in Alachua, Bradford, and Union Counties.  

Advocates will provide injunction assistance, safety planning, case management, crisis intervention, and 

information and referral services.  Advocates are also present for all court proceedings for injunctions, and 

for dependency and mediation services as needed.  Victim Compensation resources, including relocation, is 

offered through this program, as is Address Confidentiality and ADT referral program. 
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Victim Advocates work to build collaborative relationships with a variety of community partners, including 

the Alachua County Domestic Violence Task Force, Victims Rights Week Committee, and rural services 

groups. The agency also provides an INVEST program that works with local law enforcement agencies to 

identify high lethality risk victims for enhanced support and services.  This program is designed to reduce 

domestic violence homicides and increase victim safety.  

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

Children’s programs are available at both outreach and shelter facilities. Peaceful Paths’ children’s programs 

serve to protect and empower children who have either witnessed or been the targets of domestic abuse by 

giving children and parents tools for violence free living. A combination of intervention and secondary 

prevention tactics are used to present conflict resolution and healthy relationship information to children 

and youth of all ages.   All children in services are assessed for their exposure to abuse, and Peaceful Paths 

Advocates are mandatory reporters of abuse. 

Peaceful Paths’ Children’s Program provides services to children and parents who are affected by domestic 

violence.  Services are designed to educate, support, and empower the children in participation. These 

services include: 

 Educational and social support groups 
 Childcare 
 Children’s case management 
 Children’s activities ( crafts, tutoring, positive paly)  
 Individual counseling 
 FCADV Child and Youth Assessment 

 

VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM 

The Peaceful Paths Violence Prevention Program is designed to end violence through primary prevention 

activities.  Primary prevention works to stop violence before it begins and educate individuals about healthy 

relationship skills.  The program partners with community agencies and local schools to provide education 

through collaborative curriculum development and presentations.  The program also offers trainings to 

students, teachers, and agencies regarding social change and the elements of popular education. 
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Financial Overview 

 

 

Budget Highlights 

 Funding for the agency continues to be diverse among local, state, and federal sources 

 Fundraising and Donations continue to grow from local and foundation sources 

 Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funding has decreased dramatically due to changes in funding 

criteria at the state level. 

 Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funding is growing as the agency puts Housing First model 

program in place. 

 Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence (FCADV) funding is growing due to new initiatives in 

Child Protection and Rural Underserved programming.    

FCADV
$565,528

Alachuca County 
$140,600Allstate 

Foundation 
$21,000

VOCA 
$307,789

FEMA $6,375

HUD 
$177,629

Local CBC 
$10,155

ESG 
$24,028

United Way 
$130,818

Fundraising and 
Donations 
$380,574

2016-2017 Budget



TESTIMONIALS 

Page 8 

Testimonials 

Divorce doesn't always end domestic abuse or the need for an abuser to pursue the power and control. I was 

a victim for years, even after divorce. Thank God for Peaceful Paths. They set me up for long-term, trauma 

treatment therapy. My therapist treated the PTSD that was the result of years of violence and a later custody 

suit. These incredible weekly appointments were free thanks to Peaceful Paths and their donors. Though I 

can't change the trauma I suffered, this organization has given me so many paths to recovery. I am no longer 

ashamed and I no longer hide. I am open about what happened to me. Peaceful Paths and Jessica Goldberg 

are the reason that I have healed. Thank you.  Julie Boyd Cole 
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Survivors often wish to share their stories, and we applaud every individual willing to step out of the 

shadows to be heard and be counted.  For more remarkable stories, visit our website, and like us on 

Facebook for regular updates and quotes from survivors.   

Testimonial 2016 

I never saw myself as a domestic abuse victim, even though my husband was physical violent with me for a 

decade. Even when he choked me while I was pregnant. I was a journalist, working for a major daily 

newspaper. I should have known. My husband was a sports writer. We didn't fit the stereotype, which of 

course was the first misunderstanding. I thought I was in a volatile marriage with a troubled man and I was 

strong enough to change him. He was actually changing me. I finally had the courage to leave with my 

children and move 400 miles away to safety. He didn't stop me or fight it, maybe because he was afraid of 

exposure, I don't know. Then he followed us and moved into town, just a few miles from my house. Slowly, he 

got more involved in our lives. Five years after our break-up and after the Florida family law changed, he 

blindsided me with an unsuccessful custody suit. It was 8 months of torture as I prepared for the fight to 

protect my teenagers. Thankfully, he did not win, but I was left traumatized. 

 

Divorce doesn't always end domestic abuse or the need for an abuser to pursue the power and control. 

Thank God for Peaceful Paths. If it wasn't for this organization's unbelievable aide, I am not sure I would be 

here today. They set me up for long-term, trauma treatment therapy. My therapist treated the PTSD that the 

custody suit and years of abuse caused. These incredible weekly appointments were free thanks to Peaceful 

Paths. So were so many other programs the organization provided me over the years. Mostly, they helped me 

weather a horrible storm and that helped my children. It hasn't been easy or perfect parenting with an 

abuser, but it was the incredible people at Peaceful Paths that saved me. Jessica Goldberg is my hero. And 

that saved my children. Though I can't change the trauma I suffered, Peaceful Paths has given me so many 

paths to recovery. I am no longer ashamed and I no longer hide. I am open about what happened to me. And 

I have passed it on. As a journalist, I now write about domestic abuse, co-parenting with an abuser and 

PTSD. I have held the hand of other women who have faced the same thing, just to let them know they are 

not alone. And I have written a book about my experience. Peaceful Paths is the reason that I have healed 

and can now help others coming behind me. This organization is a true blessings. Thank you. Julie Boyd Cole 
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Contact Information 

Executive Director:  Dr. Theresa Beachy 352-377-5690 Ext. 501 theresab@peacefulpaths.org  

Director of Community Giving: John Thomas   352-577-5690 Ext. 505 johnt@peacefulpaths.org  

Board of Directors Chair: Dr. Judith Russell, UF Dean of University Libraries, 352-273-2505, 

jcrussell@ufl.edu 

 

24 Hour Helpline 

 352-3778255 

 800-500-1119 

Online Resources 

 www.peacefulpaths.org 

 www.fcadv.org 

 https://www.facebook.com/PeacefulPaths/  

Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter  

mailto:theresab@peacefulpaths.org
mailto:johnt@peacefulpaths.org
mailto:jcrussell@ufl.edu
http://www.peacefulpaths.org/
http://www.fcadv.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PeacefulPaths/

